IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

2. (currently amended) A digital watermark information detection 
method for detectin g infor mation in serted as a digital watermark from 
contents, com p risin g: 

a first step of selectin g a predetermined format conversion method in 
a ccordance with format information of said contents; 

a second step of converting said contents in accordance with said 

selecte d fo rmat conversio n method; 

a third step of trying to detect said inserted information from said 
converted contents A digita l watermark informat i on dotoct i on method 
aeeefding to cla i m -4, 

wherein a plurality of said format conversion methods are selected in 
said first step and said second step is performed using one of selected format 
conversion methods , and sa i d d i gital watermark i nformat i on dotoct i on method 
f urther comprising: ; and 

a fourth step of trying to detect said inserted information using another 
ether-format conversion method other than said conversion method used in 
said second step if said inserted information is not detected from said 
contents converted in said third step. 
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3. (currently amended)A dig it al wat er ma rk inform ation det ection 
method for detecting information inserted as a dig it al wate rm ark from 
contents, comprising: 

a first step of selecting a predetermined format co nv er sion method in 
accordance with format information of said contents; 

a second step of converting sa id conte nts i n a ccordanc e with said 

selected format co nversion method; and 

a third step of tr ying to detect said insert ed information from sai d 
conver ted contents A-€teital^ 
accord i ng to c l aim 1 , 

wherein a plurality of said format conversion methods are selected in 
said first step and said format conversion methods are assigned with priorities 
in advance, and 

a fourth step of repeatin g said second steps and said third ste p s tep s 
afe repeated-using one of said format conversion methods in order of said 
pr i ority the assig ned priorities. 

4. (currently amended)A digital watermark information detection 
method according to claim 3, further comprising: 

a fifth step of recording the number of success o f successful information 
detections for each of said format conversion methods performed in said third 
step; and 

a sixth step of updating the assigned priorities of said format 
conversion methods in accordance with the number of succ o ss successful 
information detections . 
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5. (currently amended) A digital watermark informatio n detection 
method for detecting information inserted as a digital watermark from 
c ontents , comprisin g: 

a first step of selecting a pre determined format conversion method in 
accordance with f orm at information of said contents; 

a s econd step of converting said conte n ts in a ccordanc e with said 

sele cted format conve rsi on method; and 

a third step of trying to detect said inserted information from said 
converted contents A d ig ita l watermark i nformation dot o ct i on m o thod 
aeeerding to cl a i m 1 , 

wherein said first step includes: 

a first substep of obtaining safd-format information of said contents 
from said contents^ and 

a second substep of selecting said predetermined format conversion 
method corresponding to sa id o bt aining the obtained format information. 

Claims 6-19 (canceled). 
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